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CLEVELAND, OH (May 20, 2015) —Today the Cleveland Museum of Art announced the launch of 
Blue Star Museums, a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, 
the Department of Defense, and more than 2,000 museums across America to offer free admission 
and special perks to the nation’s active duty military personnel including National Guard and Reserve 
and their families from Memorial Day through Labor Day 2015. The complete list of participating 
museums is available at arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is always free to the public. As a Blue Star Museum partner, the 
museum will offer the following special benefits to military personnel and their families beginning May 
20, 2015 through September 6, 2015: 


e Free admission to Senufo: Art and Identity in West Africa through May 31, 2015 


e A 15% discount in the museum store 


“Parents of young children tell us that they go together to museums to learn new things and have 
family time together,” said NEA Chairman Jane Chu. “Blue Star Museums helps them do both, by 
helping military families learn about the cultural resources in their communities, and offering a fun, 
high-quality experience that’s budget friendly as well as family friendly. We’re proud to help connect 
museums to military communities nationwide.” 


This year, more than 2,000 (and counting) museums in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and American Samoa are taking part in the initiative. Museums are welcome to join Blue Star 
Museums throughout the summer. The effort to recruit museums has involved partnerships with the 
American Alliance of Museums, the Association of Art Museum Directors, the Association of Children’s 
Museums, the American Association of State and Local History, and the Association of Science- 


Technology Centers. This year’s Blue Star Museums represent not just fine arts museums, but also 
science museums, history museums, nature centers, and dozens of children’s museums. 


About Blue Star Museums 

Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, 
the Department of Defense, and more than 2,000 museums across America. The program runs from 
Memorial Day, May 25, 2015 through Labor Day, September 7, 2015. The free admission program is 
available to any bearer of a Geneva Convention common access card (CAC), a DD Form 1173 ID 
card (dependent ID), or a DD Form 1173- 1 ID card, which includes active duty U.S. military -Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well as members of the National Guard and Reserve, U.S. 
Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps -and up to five family 
members. Some special or limited-time museum exhibits may not be included in this free admission 
program. For questions on particular exhibits or museums, please contact the museum directly. 


To find participating museums and plan your trip, visit arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. All summer long, 
Blue Star Museums will share stories through social media. Follow Blue Star Museums on Twitter 
@NEAarts and @BlueStarFamily, bluestarmuseums, on Facebook, and read the NEA Art Works blog 
for weekly stories on participating museums and exhibits. Museums that wish to participate in Blue 
Star Museums may contact bluestarmuseums@arts.gov, or Wendy Clark at 202-682-5451. This is the 
latest NEA program to bring quality arts programs to the military, veterans, and their families. Other 
NEA programs for the military have included the NEA/Walter Reed Healing Arts Partnership; Great 
American Voices Military Base Tour; and Shakespeare in American Communities Military Base Tour. 


## # 


About the Cleveland Museum of Art 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which includes more 
than 63,000 artworks and spans 6,000 years of achievement in the arts. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and performing arts and is a leader in digital innovations. One 
of the top comprehensive art museums in the nation, recognized for its award-winning Open Access program 
and free of charge to all, the Cleveland Museum of Art is located in the University Circle neighborhood. 


The museum is supported in part by residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture and made possible in part by the Ohio Arts Council (OAC), which receives support from the 
State of Ohio and the National Endowment for the Arts. The OAC is a state agency that funds and supports 
quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally and economically. For more 
information about the museum and its holdings, programs and events, call 888-CMA-0033 or visit cma.org [1]. 


Press Announcements (2) 


Source URL: https://www.clevelandart.org/about/press/media-kit/cleveland-museum-art-offer-summer-special-perks- 
military-families 


Links 
[1] https:/Awww.clevelandart.org 
[2] https://www.clevelandart.org/about/press/media-kit 


